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Mor Shamoun Zayte Church, Hapses

in Harran. He was V¥¢ Mor Shamoun Zayte died in July
canonized by the Syriac Church and he is commemorated
annually in July. He was buried in the Mor Gabriel Monastery
.in the presence of many bishops and people of all faiths

His church in Hapses, and the well Gubo du-Qdolo are
visited by the faithful to be cured from diseases and ailments.
Women who did not conceive, could have children after a
prayers in his church. This tradition is still very widespread
among the Mhalmoye, especially from the villages of Dayro
Zbino (Acirli), Tafo (Eristi), and Estel. The Muslim villagers
come to his church and attend Mass during his saints day

.or Easter

Denho Bar Mourad-Ozmen is a former special educator and
advisor at Sweden’s National Agency for Special Education.
He was born in the village of Hapses, Tur Abdin. He is a

long-time journalist and TV moderator at Suroyo TV
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(Yazidis). For him they were all Syriacs and Mesopotamians with
the same cultural background - as opposed to the Byzantines and
.Persians who were oppressors

It is a pity that the religious authorities after him, both Muslims and
Christians, did not follow in his footsteps but deepened religious
divisions and hatred between ethnic brothers and sisters. Over time,
they separated and so weakened their cultural and ethnic ties. It
paved the way for the Mongols, Persians, Romans, Greeks, and Turks
to invade and rule in their land. The situation in the region is still the
same today. Religious fanaticism is destroying the region and making
.brothers fight against each other

Mor Shamoun led the Syriac Church delegation to the Malazgirt
Conference which adopted a unified stance against Constantinople
- adopted by both the Armenian and the Syriac Church. He had
very good relations with the Mandeans (Sabeans) in Harran who
still adhered to old Assyrian-Babylonian religions. He struggled
incessantly to open doors for coexistence between the ethnic Syriac
people divided into different denominations and religions caused
.mainly by the constantly warring Byzantines and Persians

During his time as Archbishop of Harran, he baptized many people
who belonged to the Jewish religion, ‘Hanfee’ people who were neither
Jews nor Christians (e.g. Maninoye / followers of Mani). Mor Shamoun
wrote many treatises and books defending ethnic unity, and against
the Byzantine Emperors who forced a large number of members of
the Syriac Church to join the Patriarchate of Constantinople. In his
written works you can read about the divide-and-conquer strategy of

.foreign powers
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Village of Hapses, Tur Abdin

His ecumenical work

Mor Shamoun Zayte is perhaps the most known person in the Syriac
He had excellent .(\YAT-VYY1) Church after Gregorios Bar Hebraeus
relations with Muslims at a time when Islam was a new and expanding
religion in the Middle East. According to many Syriac sources,
Islam was initially a sect of Christianity against Emperor Julian of
Constantinople and the Patriarchate of Constantinople. A majority
of Syriacs welcomed the Prophet Muhammad as a liberator from
Roman rule. Islam was later proclaimed an independent religion by
.the Caliphs

As mentioned above, Mor Shamoun visited the Caliph in Baghdad to
get his support in rebuilding ‘Jacobite’ churches and monasteries that
had been destroyed by the Persians and Byzantines. The Byzantines
were Christians but fiercely persecuted the original Syriac Church,
forcing a majority of the church’s faithful to follow the dogmas of
the Church in Constantinople and the Emperor. Those who did were
called in Syriac malkoye (Melkites) from the Syriac word for king
malko. They can be found in Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, Israel, Jordan,
.Turkey, and Iraq. Culturally and linguistically, they are Syriacs
Throughout his life, Mor Shamoun worked for the unity of the
peoples of Beth Nahrin (Mesopotamia), transcending denomination
or religion, in order to maintain their common Syriac (Aramaic)
language and culture. With the churches he established, he also built
a mosque in the (few) places where there was a Muslim community.

He made no distinction between Muslims, Christians or tgalkoye
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churches in Tur Abdin. It was named after himself. It is said that it was
built on an ancient Assyrian temple, which was sacred even to non-
Christian residents of Hapses. The Hapses graveyard is located north
of the church in a place called Nezzar d-Zayto. The large Church of
kilometers because of V+ Mor Shamoun can be seen in a radius of
its height. It is still the largest building in the area and has a unique
.architecture compared to the surrounding churches

He founded a new school in Hapses and bought several vineyards and
farmland as well as wells for the church and monastery to secure their
finances

By the beginning of the seventeenth century, most of the villages in
the Mhalmayto had been Islamized. Hapses, Bnebil, and Qelith were
.Christian islands in the Mhalmayto

il

208 36 - 35 Abkipasll cuil<l



He rebuilt the new monastery
northwest of the original building.
During excavations outside the
walls of the monastery, many
fine crucifixes as well as bishop’s
and monks’ tombs have been
discovered. Mor Shamoun built a
pillar (a Qaim) in the courtyard
of the monastery for the monks
= who wanted to live there. This
tradition of pillars originally
came from St. Simeon the Stylite
in northern Syria. Mor Shamoun
. Zayte was one of his followers,
which is why he built similar

pillars at many of the monasteries

.he built or renovated

Mor Shamoun Zayte Church Hapses

Besides the pillar in Hapses, it is said that he was also the one who
built the Qaim’s (the pillars) outside the Mor Jacob d-Saleh Monastery
in the village of Saleh (Bariskdy), in the destroyed Mort Shmuni in
Estel of the Mhalmoye, and in Dairo-Zbino (Acirli). The Mor Zbino
monastery was built by St Augins pupil Mor Zbino. The village of
.Dayro Zbino is built on the destroyed village of Elath

In Hapses he built a new and large church compared to the other
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there he went to the Sinjar Mountains, where he built several more
.churches

At the instigation of the incumbent Patriarch Mor Julian III, Mor
Shamoun d-Zayte was persuaded to be ordained Archbishop of Harran,
Mor Shamoun ,V- - a large city south of Edessa (Urfa). In the year
years in Harran, he Y0 became archbishop of Harran. During his
ruled the diocese knowledgeably and sensibly, as a true disciple of
Jesus Christ. In Harran, Mor Shamoun built several churches and
mosques and he donated property to cover expenses. He also built

one of the largest bridges in Harran. The bridge was named after him

.much later

Pillar column at the Mor Loozor CHurch, Hapses

Mor Shamoun’s work in his hometown Hapses
In his hometown of Hapses, Mor Shamoun rebuilt the St Lazarus or Mor

Loozor Monastery. It had been leveled to the ground by the Persians.
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city and majority ‘Nestorian’. The Persians and Arabs worked with the
Syriac ‘Nestorians’ and the church. Constantinople worked with the
.“West Syriac ‘Jacobites

Mor Shamoun started rebuilding and renovation works in the city of
Nsibin. Outside the eastern entrance of the city on the ruins of the
old monastery, he built a pillar monastery for the monks to live. On
the east side of the monastery, he built a large hostel for guests and
visiting bishops. He also bought five mills and three large arable lands
for the new monastery. For the Dayro d-Mort Fabruniya / Monastery
of St. Febronia in Nsibin, today’s Zayn al-Abdin mosque, he bought
agricultural land so that the nuns would be able to support themselves.
He also built a church on the property and called it Yoldath Aloho /
.Church of the Mother of God

At the eastern entrance of Nsibin, inside the city walls, he built a large
church named after the martyr Mor Teodoros and another church
named Mor Dimet. He also built a mosque for the small Muslim
community and bought six shops which he donated to the mosque.
For all the monasteries and churches to support themselves, he bought
shops, houses, and buildings. He built famous bathhouses to generate
income for the churches and monasteries and he donated these baths
.to the Mor Joshua Monastery

The will to all these estates stated that all that was left of the income
from these estates would go to the area’s main monastery, the Mor
.Gabriel Monastery

In the area around the Hermes River, he built watermills and homes
for the workers. In the city of Sarwan, he built a large church on

the site of an underwater spring. He planted large olive trees. From
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Zayte, i.e. St. Simon of the Olives

According to Syriac tradition, he was one of the first in Tur Abdin
to introduce St Simeon the Stylites’ tradition of secluded living as a
hermit or on a pillar in order to attain the highest degree of virtue,

.piety, and wisdom in order to serve God and understand His wisdom

Biography of Mor Shamoun Zayte in Syriac. Written by monk Eyyub
.of Beth Manham

In Nsibin

Mor Shamoun returned from Baghdad after a visit to the 14Y In
Abbasid Caliph al-Mamun. Because the East Syriac ‘Nestorian” bishop
of Nsibin did not allow the building and renovation of the West Syriac
‘Jacobite’ churches and monasteries, Mor Shamoun called in the help
of the Caliph. He was given a military escort headed by Amir Hassan
Ibn Hussain al-Iraqi to protect Nsibin against the Persians and
Syriac Melkites. The military protection allowed for the rebuilding of
.destroyed Syriac ‘Jacobite’ churches in Nsibin

The Persians and the Abbasids preferred the East Syriac or ‘Nestorian’
Church to the West Syriac ‘Jacobite’ Church. Nsibin was a frontier
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.the treasure

During these raids on the regions of Mhalmayto and Beth Risho,
the Persian commanding general fell seriously ill. Mor Shamoun was
called to the Persian army’s camp north of Hisno d-Kifo and ordered
to cure the general. Mor Shamoun’s prayers healed the general. The
general asked Mor Shamoun Zayte what he wanted from him and it
would be awarded to him. Mor Shamoun asked for the release of all the
Mhalmoye and Turoye hostages and their safe return to their villages.
The general complied with Mor Shamoun’s request and released the
.hostages, including his cousin Eyyub

Mor Shamoun’s work in Mor Gabriel Monastery

Eyyub was educated by famous Syriac writer Daniel Qenderiboyo
(from Qendrib or Qeno Darbo), and had become a skilled writer in
Syriac. Eyyub told his uncle Mor Shamoun about the treasure he had
found during their deportation march and went to get the treasure.
.He gave most of it to his uncle Mor Shamoun

Mor Shamoun immediately began with the reconstruction of the
Mor Gabriel Monastery and started buying estates, vineyards, and
farmland as well as acquiring villages to the Monastery. He bought
Dayro d-Stune which was near the Mor Gabriel Monastery. He also
bought arable lands and six mills for the monastery, and planted
.olive trees VY, -

Thanks to its olive groves, all the Mhalmoye and Turoye churches
could be illuminated. The population’s needs for oil were met at the
lowest possible price. Olive oil also supplied the churches’ need for
other purposes e.g. for the production of Murun (baptism oil) and

for the anointing of the sick. That is why he was called Mor Shamoun
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(Ahlamu). Tur Abdin was a constant war front between the warring
.Persians and Byzantines

In the time of Mor Shamoun, the arrival of Persian forces in Tur Abdin
brought ravage and carnage. The Persian forces burned down villages,
cities, churches, and monasteries in Beth Risho and the Mhalmayto -
including the famous Mor Gabriel Monastery. The Persians took the

.Tur Abdin residents hostage, and drove them into exile
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and Beth Risho

Among those taken hostage by the Persian forces was Mor Shamoun’s
sister’s son Eyyub (Job). The Persians deported the Tur Abdin residents
up north to Hisno d-Kifo (Turkish: Hasankeyf). According to Syriac
sources and tradition, on their deportation march, Eyyub found a big
treasure of gold and silver. He marked the place of the treasure and

followed the other hostages to Hisno d-Kifo without telling them of
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The Story of Mor

Shamoun Zayte
2020/11/15
By Denho Bar Mourad-Ozmen journalist and TV

moderator Suroyo TV

Early years - Mor Shamoun Zayte or St Simon of the Olives was born
A.D. in the village of Hapses, Tur Abdin. His father Mandar 70V in
was one of the village’s notables and the Mandar family house is still
meters southeast of the current Mor Y-+ preserved in Hapses, some
.Shamoun Church

Mor Shamoun learned to read and write Syriac in the local village
at the age of ,11V school where he was ordained a deacon. In the year
ten, his father sent him to the seminary at the Mor Gabriel Monastery
which at the time was the main religious education center of the Syriac
Orthodox Church. In his third year at Mor Gabriel, Mor Shamoun
.(became the deacons’ choirmaster (Rish Qnin

After his calling to monkhood, Mor Shamoun moved to the smaller
monastery south of Mor Gabriel called Dayro d-Stune / The Pillar
Monastery. He lived there secluded and, according to Syriac tradition,
St Simon was a pious man of many virtues who accomplished great
.deeds during his life

Tur Abdin in upper Mesopotamia, today’s southeastern Turkey, was

divided into the regions of Beth Risho and the Mhalmayto Region
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The need to build and develop the professional capabilities of workers -
in this field and rely more on academic cadres. The media staff should
be professional, courageous and bold in their work, with a focus on
.the issues of our people, their rights and their suffering

Activating the relevant laws and legislation, including the Official -
Languages Act and the Law on the Rights of the Components in the
.Region

For the Baghdad government to accelerate the activation of the -
.Syriac Language Authority within the Iraqi Scientific Academy

The regional government should initiate the establishment of the
of 5 .Syriac Academy, pursuant to the Component Rights Law No
2015

The need to raise awareness of the importance of the private sector’s -
contribution to support our cultural institutions in accordance with
the sponsor principle

Work to establish an independent, civil press that reflects the existing -
.reality of our people with professionalism and courage

In conclusion, there must be a word of loyalty and reverence to the
pioneers of our Syriac press and their sacrifices, such as: (Naum Faiq,
Benjamin Arsanes, Farid Nazha, Fereidoun Athuraya, Ashur Yusef
Kharbut, Youssef Malik, Bishop Touma Odo, Raphael Butti, Faik Butti
...) etc. They renew to them and our people the covenant of loyalty by
making our Syriac press a sincere model in the service of our people
as it broadcasts the spirit of belonging to the land and loyalty to the

.homeland and mankind
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Among the demands of the cele-
bration of the Syriac Press Day

For the advancement of the Syriac press, it is necessary to make a lot
of exceptional efforts and hard work, with a clear vision and long-term
strategic plans in which all our cultural, professional, academic and
spiritual institutions contribute. With governmental and international
support, this is to raise the status of the Syriac press and develop its
performance in a manner befitting its ancient history and the sacrifices
:of its pioneers. For this we offer the following treatments

The need for the Iraqi Ministry of Culture to take the initiative -
to establish a general directorate for Syriac culture and to provide
it with the appropriate budget and the required professional and
.administrative competencies

To accelerate the activation of the Syriac satellite broadcasting -
within the Iraqi media network, which our union had an active role in
.establishing the intensity of its continuous official claims at all levels
Asking international donor organizations to include in their -
programs a paragraph on support for civil, non-governmental Syriac
cultural institutions in addition to their relief program, because we
are not a primitive people, most of what needs a food basket and
some medicine, but rather we are a people with a rich and bright
.cultural heritage

For the relevant government ministries to support our cultural -
institutions as a national benefit ... But most of what we have received

.from them to this day is more marginalization and neglect
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of Writers and Writers in Iraq, emphasis was placed on the support of the
General Union for the Syriac Cultural Scene, praising the efforts of the
Syriac Literary and Writers Union in this regard, while the writer Rond
Boulos, President of the Syriac Writers and Writers Union, highlighted
in his speech By the way, the most important aspirations of our Syriac
journalists are to highlight the reality of our people and to pay attention
to the ordeals that they have endured through their path ... That the
Syriac journalist, especially in the current circumstances, have the utmost
professionalism, competence, courage and independence in presenting
the concerns, aspirations and legitimate rights of our people despite all
the challenges. As for the main program, it included four interventions,
the first of which was the journalist Tawfiq Saeed, who reviewed the
reality of the media in the Nineveh Plain, highlighting in a context. His
speech is the most important proposal that contributes to restoring the
glow of the press in the regions where our people exist, while the writer
Botros Nabati explained the role of websites, reviewing the Ankawa.com
and Ishtar TV sites, in looking at the daily events that our people live in,
whether inside or outside the country, as he explained in his speech the
most important stations that Both of the aforementioned signatories dealt
with it .. While the journalist Samer Elias Saeed highlighted the news of
our people, answering a question about his absence from the fronts of
media news agencies. As for the last intervention, through which the Vice
President of the Literary Union emphasized Murad, the most important
publications and magazines that are keen on the permanence of their
publication despite the obstacles and the challenges it faces, as emerged in
the following paragraph, a number of discussions that boosted the pace

.of the celebration
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Syriac Writers and Writers Union celebrates

the 171st anniversary of the publication of
(Zahrera d bahra) in Ankawa

Samer Saeed

It seems that the Corona pandemic has not diminished the pace of the
celebration of the Syriac Press Festival. This is how the Syriac Authors
and Writers Union was keen on its annual tradition of celebrating the
and 2020/10/31 anniversary of the Syriac press on Saturday evening
at the Academic Social Center hall in Ankawa, but this year’s celebration
was exceptional because The Corona pandemic, as it was limited to a
small number of invitees, in addition to summarizing the paragraphs of
the ceremony to four main interventions that highlighted the reality of
the Syriac press, its aspirations and concerns .. The celebration seemed
to stand a minute of silence on the souls of our people’s martyrs. While
the congratulations of both the Iraqi Journalists Syndicate, the General
Center, in addition to the Kurdistan Journalists Syndicate, were read. In

addition to the speech of the Syriac Culture Office of the General Union
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community and were learned and memorized by the people especially
.the youth, who would chant them in different places and occasions
It is worth mentioning that this festival is held with the support of
CAPNI, so we are truly grateful to this charitable organization, and
we hope that the cooperation between us will continue in the same
manner in order to serve the Syriac culture, language and literature.
The efforts of the preparatory committee that made the administrative
.and technical arrangement for this festival must also be appreciated
,Dear poetesses and poets

Holding this distinguished literary event, despite the coronavirus
pandemic, confirms the strong will of the Syriac intellectuals and
.writers to produce creativity, beauty and hope

Despite these strict and critical conditions, this festival is distinguished
with the participation of a number of our poets and poetesses in the
diaspora including USA, Germany, Sweden, and France, in addition
.to those coming from our native towns and villages

We truly thank you for your attendance and participation in the
activities of this festival, and we hope that you would have fruitful
.and enjoyable time

In conclusion, I wish you all good health, and I hope that this
coronavirus pandemic would end along with everything else that
.might threaten your safety and health

.Thanks for listening

Rawand Polis Gorgis
Head of Syriac Writers Union

222 36 - 35 (Alypadl il



Speech of Syriac Writers
Union

.Dear honorable attendees, good morning

We are pleased to hold the Sixth Bardaisan Syriac Poetry Festival in
the ancient and generous towns of the Nineveh Plain. This festival is
restrictedly held in the town of Baghdeda, the capital of Syriac culture,
due to the critical health conditions of the coronavirus pandemic. In
fact, the union has previously held five poetry festivals in Alqosh,
Baghdeda, Zakho, Dohuk, and the last two were held in Erbil, in the
.towns of Ankawa and Armota

This festival bears the name of the brilliant Syriac poet, philosopher
and thinker Bardaisan, who is rightly considered the father of Syriac
poetry and is credited with establishing the rhyme of Syriac poetry.
Bardaisan’s poetry has occupied a wide space in Syriac literature and
it involved various rhymes. He wrote a hundred and fifty melodic
and picturesque hymns, in accordance with the number of Psalms of
Prophet David in the Bible, in which he included his philosophical

and theological views. These hymns have spread quickly in the Rahawi
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Syriac language on the first of October The second of
the year 1849 and will continue to be published until
1918, the honorable attendance. It is well known that
the press is a fundamental pillar and a free platform
for the dissemination of the human, civilizational and
social thought of the peoples. The newspaper in itself
is considered one of the elements that indicate the pro-
gress of a people, its distinction and pride in its nation-
al identity. The 1ssuance of (Zahrera d bahra) as the
first newspaper in the Syriac language as a paper print
and a historical incentive for the successive newspa-
pers The issuance of (Zahrera d bahra) in its first issue
and in conclusion, and if we reviewed the stages that
passed through the Syriac press, we would have clear-
ly indicated the issuance of magazines, newspapers
and publications, to be this glamor and determination
in love, life and creativity. Our people with all the light
they carry, and we thus celebrate with you this light.
You are the galaxies that illuminate the owners of the
word, civilization and creativity. We can only thank
the Syriac Writers and Writers Union, which advances
in its activities with brilliance, creativity and distin-
guished presence.

Syriac Culture Office
General Union of Writers and Writers in Iraq
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Speech of the Syriac
Culture Office/General
Union of Writers and
Writers in Iraq

Ladies and Gentlemen...
Your union gives you the Grand Jawahiri Union, the
General Union of Writers and Writers in Iraq, a bou-
quet of loyalty and a continuation of the pulse of your
interaction and your continuous activities that stem
from your originality and your love for this great Iraq,
the Iraq of civilizations, creativity and creative cultur-
al diversity, and a special congratulation as you cele-
brate the birth of the Syriac press with the issuance of
(Zahrera d bahra) as the first newspaper in the Syriac
language And as we stand between you and with you
now, we attend with joy the sanctity of the word and
the pleasure of those who own the creative history, the
pioneering platform and the pulse of the preprint, and
we are here to participate in the celebration and cele-
bration of the Syriac Journalism Festival 171, the an-
niversary of the publication of the newspaper (Zahrera
d bahra) as the first newspaper and printed paper in the
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